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Elmer’s Wood Glue
Damp Rag
Pencil
Sanding Block (100 grit)
Wire Cutter
Hammer
Screwdriver
Drill
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12. Thread the other end of the string through the cor-
rect tuning pin and use the clock key to turn the tun-
ing pin clockwise to wind the string up to pitch.
Nylon is stretchy, so it will require multiple tunings
before the instrument will stablize.  

If you need tuning assistance, check our free on-line
keyboard sounds at www.harpkit.com/freetuner.  You
can click on each note of the keyboard to hear the
pitch (C4 is Middle C).

NOTE:  The tuning pins screw downward into the wood as you turn them.  If you happen to
break a string, be sure to “unscrew” the tuning pin to raise it back up before installing the
replacement string.

13. We like to attach the string board to the cigar box lid using two screws and cup washers
from the inside of the box.  The question often arises about where to attach to a cigar box lid.
We like to avoid covering nice artwork (as shown on a couple samples on the cover photo),
but sometimes the instrument just looks better with the neck centered on the box.  So this is a
judgment call on your part.  The benefit of attaching the neck with screws is that you can
always move it to a different position or another box in the future.

When you decide where to mount the neck, use some double-side tape to hold the wood in
place as you open the lid and drive the screws into the wood.  You should drill small pilot holes
(3/32” drill) for the screws to avoid splitting the wood.

OPEN BOXES
CLOSED BOXES

Add a strap if you like!Mounting screws with cup washers

OPTIONS: Each cigar box is different.  Some have clasps to hold the lid shut, others don’t.
You can just hold the box shut with a rubber band, or you can look for some sort of hasp or
latch at the hardware store.  Gluing a ribbon from the box to the lid is a nice touch -- we used
superglue to hold each end of the ribbon to the wood.  A 48” piece of nylon webbing or stur-
dy ribbon makes a perfect strap.  Use superglue or a short screw to to fasten the strap to the
box.  




